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Rainy weather on the 4th of October moved Idalia 

School’s participation in the National Walk-to-

School Day to a sunny day, al-

lowing a beautiful  morning walk 

for staff and students celebrating 

this national event. Over 100 

kids participated in the brisk 

walk, allowing time for catch-

ing up and a little exercise to 

start the day. The next monthly “Ride-n-Stride” 

will be held (weather permitting) on November 9 

when bicyclists will meet at the Homestead and 

walkers north of the Outback. Join us for this 

monthly event. Submitted by Lynne Cody  

WALK-TO-SCHOOL DAY 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
All community members and veterans are 

invited to join us for the school's Veterans’ 

Day Program on Thursday, November 9, 

from 2:45 p.m.-3:30 p.m. in the gym.   

Idalia School District RJ-3 is seeking applicants 

for the following positions: 

           Substitute Bus Drivers 

         Junior High Track Coach 

         High School Track Assistant Coach 

 

Please contact Mr. Johnson for more information. 

December Wolf View deadline is November 21. 

Please email articles to terrells@idaliaco.us  

VISIONS ANNUAL MEETING 

Idalia Vision Foundation is holding its an-

nual meeting on the afternoon of Sun-

day, December 3, at 4:00 p.m. Please join 

us for refreshments and the opportunity 

to hear what’s going on in the communi-

ty. The Board has three positions open 

for election this year and is accepting 

nominations. Please contact Judy Wieser 

(719) 342-1043 or Julie Morris (719) 342-

5220 to get your name on the ballot. 



  A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to fill in for one of Ms. Sayles’ afternoon social studies classes as she was 
gone to coach a junior high volleyball game.   It was fun to get back in the classroom, where that day we discussed 
Americans’ form of government: Democracy—both its strengths and greatest challenges.  When I taught United States 
government, I attempted to help my students understand the difference between ‘Government’ and ‘Politics’ by offer-
ing the following football analogy: 

  Government is the rulebook whereas Politics is how you play the game.  The sport of football has a rulebook 
(Government), providing the guidelines and framework which outline the manner in which the game is expected to be 
played (Ex: You will get four attempts to gain a 1st down, which will be located 10 yards from the line of scrimmage 
(unless of course you play 6-man!), a touchdown will be worth six points and a field goal worth three, etc.). Within the 
framework that the rulebook provides, different individuals (Politicians) and teams (Political Parties), interpret the 
rulebook and establish unique philosophies and strategies.  While one team may prefer to keep the ball on the ground 
while adopting the ‘three yards and a cloud of dust’ philosophy, their opponents sharing the same field of competition 
may choose to go in an entirely different direction, slinging the ball all around the yard in an ‘Air Raid’ spread attack. 
Both of these strategies, although vastly different, are well within the guidelines established by the rulebook that both 
teams must follow.   

  The old-timer, football purist may be annoyed, or even downright angry, at the team who spreads the field and throws 
the ball 20 yards downfield every snap, as this hardly resembles the game he played as a child and grew to love.  The 
fan sitting across the stadium may be frustrated, if not furious, at the team which, in his mind, has failed to adapt to the 
current game and times and instead hands it off to the fullback for dive after boring dive.   Many fans establish particu-
lar dislike for the opposing team’s quarterback, who they view as excessively flamboyant when he taunts the opposing 
team and their fans after scoring a touchdown.  Their short memory has conveniently allowed them to forget that they 
were avidly cheering on and encouraging their quarterback as he engaged in similar tactics following last week’s thrill-
ing overtime victory.     

  I told the class in which I was substituting, our conversation surrounding Democracy should not be political in nature 
(Should we run or throw the ball on this play?), but rather one focused on Government 
(those who created football’s rulebook, although containing flaws, created something that 
is beneficial to many).  I was attempting to make the point that Democracy is a beautiful 
thing that we are very fortunate to be participants, if we so choose.  While politics can, at 
times, become emotional and divisive, ‘We the People’ established a Governmental struc-
ture second to none.  The Chiefs’ fan will continue to discuss all of the Broncos shortcom-
ing.  Just as the Broncos fan will kindly remind the Chiefs of their ongoing Super Bowl 

drought at every chance.  The polarizing quarterback’s career will come to an end in four short years, replaced by 
someone else, with his own ideas of how the game is to best be played, along with effective strategies of how to get 
under his opponent's’ skin.  The coaches and owners will come and go, as they too are just temporary participants in 
the game.  Through it all, the only constant will be the sport of football itself.  Bigger than any trendy offensive scheme 
or outspoken owner, the sport of football lives on.  Bigger than any cocky superstar or team temporarily reigning as 
Super Bowl champs, the sport of football lives on.  For over 200 years, Democracy is the only thing that has proven to 
be undefeated. 

  Please excuse my analogy, as my original purpose for this month’s update was to discuss government at its most lo-
cal, and perhaps most pure level: School District’s Board of Education elections.  I, along with many other involved 
and interested citizens, recently helped fill the cafeteria to listen to, and ask questions of the five candidates running for 
the three available Board seats.  Adhering to the same advice I gave the students that day by asking 
them to replace conversation on Politics with conversation surrounding Government, I do not write 
to endorse or discount our candidates’ personal perspectives, motives, or agenda.  Instead, I wish 
to applaud all five candidates for actively participating in our Democracy, albeit running for an 
oftentimes thankless position.  As one candidate stated during the forum, many school districts 
across the state have no need for Board elections, instead they are out begging, and in some cases, 
appointing apathetic citizens to the position.  I think our five quality candidates are symbolic of our 
community as a whole.  Our community is interested, invested, and involved.  Thank you Ken, 
Paul, Amber, Brandi, and Kyle.  Although elections are unpredictable, I already know what the 
results will be; two strong candidates will unfortunately lose, and the entire community of Idalia will win. Submitted by  

Myles Johnson, Principal 

T H O U G H T S   F R O M   T H E   P R I  N C I P A L 



ALYSSA JONES—WOLF OF TE MONTH  
 

   Alyssa is a 12-year-old 7th Grader.  Alyssa is currently maintaining straight A’s and her favorite teachers in-
clude Ms. Morgan Reese (Ag), Mrs. Kristi Minor (Science), and Mrs. Kylie Chamberlain (PE/Coach).  Some 
of Alyssa’s interests outside of school include volleyball, basketball, camping, fishing, hanging out with 

friends and family, helping her dad out with his plumbing work, pet sitting, 
and babysitting.  Alyssa names her dad, Jesse, as her role models and states, 
“I look up to my dad because he is always there to help me when I am strug-
gling.”   
   When asked to discuss an accomplishment that she is proud of, Alyssa re-
sponded, “I am proud that my 5th/6th grade basketball team made the Cham-
pionship last year in the tournament.”  A ‘Fun-Fact’ about Alyssa is that she 
admits, “I am very talkative”.  Alyssa was asked to discuss her future aspira-
tions and shared, “I would like to go college and eventually become a Vet, 
because I love taking care of animals.” Alyssa offers the following piece of 
encouragement to her fellow students, “Be confident and truthful in who you 
are.”  
   Mr. Johnson had the following to say about Alyssa after naming her Wolf 
of the Month: “Alyssa stood out to me this month due to her great attitude, 
strong academic performance, and overall outstanding character.  Alyssa is 
hard not to like, and I appreciate how she treats her fellow students and fac-

ulty members.  With Alyssa, what you see is what you get, as she is about as genuine as they come.  Alyssa is 
respectful, friendly, hard-working, and talented.  I think others are drawn to her friendly and caring personali-
ty, making her a natural leader. Our junior high is fortunate to have her influence for the next few years.  Con-
gratulations Alyssa, keep up the good work!                   

  The physics class did a project making mousetrap race cars. 
They were judged on how far their car went and how fast the car 

went. We used the gym to test the cars and quickly 
found out that a few had malfunctions like, losing a 
wheel, going in reverse, or flipping backwards.  The 
races were rather entertaining as no one knew for 

sure exactly how their car would perform. The team of 
Crystal Cordova and Daniel Perez won in both distance 
and speed divisions. Their car traveled 14.7 meters travel-
ing at 1.06 meters per second. Submitted by Madison Wells, Publica-

tions Student 

M O U S E   T R A P   R A C E   C A R S 

Crystal and Daniel 

Maddisen, Porscha, and Kevin 

FFA Fruit sales will end November 21. 

Anticipated delivery 

date is the week of 

December 11. 



Students Color 

the World with: 

Students of all ages floo-
ded the classrooms by 

parchasen pulseras, as part of The Pulsera Project. / Estudiantes de todas las eda-
des inundan las aulas por la compra de pulseras, como parte del Proyecto de la 

Pulsera. 
 

The Pulsera Project is a nonprofit organization that works with artisans in Nicaragua and 
Guatemala to create sustainable fair-trade jobs.  The project partners with nearly 100 
artists who create the colorful woven pulseras, (bracelets). / El Proyecto de la Pulsera es 
una organización sin fines de lucro que trabaja con artesa-
nos en Nicaragua y Guatemala para crear empleos sosteni-
bles de comercio justo.  El proyecto se asocia con casi 100 

artistas que crean los colores pulseras tejidas.  
 
Pulseras are sent to schools across the nation who volunteer to host a Pulsera Sale.  Schools 
raise money throughout the sales and then return the funds to support the families and com-
munities of the artists.  The proceeds also fund scholarships, community programs, interest-
free micro loans, support for youth shelters, sustainable energy initiatives, social enterprise 
programs, and many other projects that help sustain these Central American communities. / 
Pulseras son enviadas a escuelas en todo el país que voluntariamente para organizar una 
venta de la Pulsera.  Las escuelas recaudar dinero a través de las ventas y luego devolu-
ción los fondos para apoyar a las familias y comunidades de los artistas.  Las ganancias 
también financian programas comunitario, microcréditos sin intereses, becas, apoyo a al-
bergues de juventud, iniciativas, de energía sostenible, programas de la empresa social, y 
muchos otros proyectos que ayudan a mantienen estas comunidades de América Central.  
 
Students learned about the project through videos and presentations.  They were able to see 
“a day in the life” of students in Nicaragua and gain perspectives in entrepreneurship, ser-
vice and social justice. / Los estudiantes aprendieron sobre el proyecto a través de vídeos y presentaciones.  Fueron ca-
paces de ver un día en la vida de los estudiantes en Nicaragua y obtener perspectivas de emprendimiento y justicia so-
cial. 
 
Students of all ages also turned to artists as they created their own pulsera designs to participate in the “Design your 
own pulsera” contest.  Votes were cast throughout the school and winners received a free pulsera of their choice. / Estu-
diantes de todas las edades también crean sus propios diseños de pulsera para participar en un concurso para diseñar 
una pulsera.  Votos fueron emitidos de las maestras de la escuela y los ganadores recibieron una pulsera gratis. 

 
A big thank you to Whitney Richards and Kelli Kite for sponsoring and supporting the project.  Also, thank you to all 
the students who participated and parents who purchased pulseras! We raised $1500 to send back to the project! / Gra-
cias a Whitney Richards y Kelli Kite para patrocinar y apoyar el proyecto.  Además gracias a todos los estudiantes que 
participaron y los padres que compraron pulseras.  ¡Recaudamos $1500 para enviar hacia el proyecto!  Submitted by Whitney 

Richards, ESL Instructor 



Idalia H&W Committee held their first cooking class on October 21. The parents enjoyed spending time 

with their kids and helping them make ranch dressing and yogurt dips. They all really en-

joyed the ranch dressing, but the yogurt dip ended up being the most fun,  as the kids let 

their creativity run wild while creating different dips from a selection of fun ingredients. 

One yogurt dip even tasted exactly like peanut butter and jelly! It was so much fun and we 

hope hold another cooking class for the community in the future. Submitted by Chef Jessica Wright 

Class winners of the “Design Your 
Own Pulsera” contest were as fo-
llows  / Ganadores de la clase del 
concurso fueron los siguientes:  
 

Elementary Winners 
 
1st Grade - Adan Estrada 
2nd Grade - Trace Wieser 
 
3rd Grade - Hayley Chamberlain & Eve-
lyn Cruz (tie) 
 
4th Grade - Brigette Kite & Trista Rich-
ards (tie) 
 

5th Grade - Krista Wieser 

 
Junior High & High School Winners (No submissions received for grades K, 9, 10, 11.) 
 
 

  

 6th- Priscilla Cruz  

7th- Allison Rice 
8th- Itzel Gonzalez  

Congratulations to our winners! Thank you to ALL of the students who participated. You are all incredibly 
creative, talented and colorful!  ¡Felicidades a todos nuestros ganadores! Gracias a todos los estudiantes que 
participaron.  ¡Usted es todo increíblemente creativo, talento y colorido!  

12th - Raquel Alvarez  

12th - Chelby Dull 

Idalia Health &Wellness Committee  



IDALIA SCHOOL THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY LUNCH 
 
We welcome families to join us as we celebrate and honor the community and our school! 
The meal will feature a homemade classic Thanksgiving “Lunch” prepared by your School Food 
Staff.                                                                                 . 
 
DATE: Thursday, November  16, 2017 
 
   RSVP By: Monday November  6, 2017 to Kelly Shaffer  at Idalia School 354-7298 
 
      Cost for Adults is $2.50 and Cost for Child who isn’t currently in system is $1.50 
 
3 Lunch Times to Choose From: 
 

 Option 1: 11:00 a.m. with K-2nd Grade 

 Option 2: 11:45 a.m. with 3rd – 4th Grade 

 Option 3: 12:30 p.m. with Middle and High School 
 
*Limited Number of OPEN SLOTS per each option (no more than 100 extra adults per each lunch slot) 

Order your Krispy Kreme Doughnuts for the Holidays!!! 

from the 

Class of 2019 (Juniors) 

Deadline to order is Friday, 12/8 

To place your order: 

Call the school (970) 354-7298 

Order with any Junior or 

at the concessions during any home game.      

Delivery on Friday 12/15 

$10.00—1 dozen glazed  

$11.00—1 dozen chocolate 

$11.00—1 dozen chocolate w/sprinkles 

$11.00 -1 dozen maple 

$11.00-1 dozen assorted (4 chocolate, 4 maple, 4 choc w/sprinkles) 

All orders must be prepaid! 

RED RIBBON 
WEEK KICK 

OFF 

 
To kick-off Red 
Ribbon Week 
2017, Idalia High 
School students, 
along with stu-
dents from Arick-
aree and Liberty 
will met at Liber-
ty High School to 
hear Gabe Murfitt 
speak his 
C.L.E.A.R. message. Gabe is 
an inspiring speaker and au-
thor who challenges his audi-
ences to live with courage in 
the face of life’s greatest 
challenges and adversities. 
Gabe was born with a disease 
which stunted his growth and 
the growth of his joints, 
standing a little over three-
feet high and arms only three 
inches long, and left him with 
only 45% of his hearing. 
Gabe is young man with an 
amazing story, but he feels 
his story is not that different 
than yours. Although born 
with a unique body, Gabe 
Murfitt knows every person 
is a unique design of mind 
and body who each face their 
own trials.  



SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT 
 

   Carpenter’s Mini Mall is donating $100 a month to our scholarship fund.  Supporting 
our local grocery store will also benefit students who apply for scholarships. 

   All profits from the drink and snack machines and the use of Safeway and King Soopers 
gift cards are used to fund scholarships for students who apply for them. 

   Purchasing and using Safeway and King Soopers reloadable gift cards is very easy.  In-
dividuals buying these cards need to reload them at the register for whatever amount they 
choose.  Loading this card can be done by using your credit card, check, cash or debit 
card.  The card is swiped just like a credit or debit card.  These cards can be used to purchase fuel at Safeway 
or King Soopers as well as merchandise.  You can still use your store card to get store discounts.  Safeway and 
King Soopers donate 5% of all money that is used to load these gift cards to the Continuing Education pro-
gram.  

   It is easy to purchase a reloadable gift card and use it at either of the two participating stores.  Initial cost of 
each card is $10 which is already added to the card for you to use.  Checks need to be written to Idalia Vision 
Continuing Ed and can be purchased at the school office. 

   Perhaps your child has received a scholarship from the Continuing Education in the past; or maybe you have 
a child that will be eligible to receive a scholarship in the future. Wouldn’t this be a great way to show your 
appreciation for that scholarship by supporting this program? Submitted by Deb Crites 

This year’s candidates are Kyle Kite, Brandi Jones, Ken Brenner, Amber Hardwick, and Paul Brittain. On Oc-
tober 19, the school board forum was held in the high school cafeteria. This 
meeting was open to the public and over 50 people attended and had the oppor-
tunity to ask questions to the candidates. During the meeting candidates shared 
their opinions on various issues that are facing the school district.  Tuesday, No-
vember 7; is Election Day; make sure you have your ballots turned in! 
  

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE FORUM 

Mrs. Wudtke and her 1st grade class have created a fes-

tive project for the month of October. Each student cre-

ated their own Jack-O-Lanterns. The 1st and 2nd graders 

also participated and attended Ezrakeats the Snowy Day 

play at the Denver Performing Arts theatre. The student 

enjoyed this experience and hope to attend another play.  

On October 20, the elementary students participated in 

their first quarterly AR party. The 3rd, 4th and 5th graders 

played Capture the Flag and enjoyed popsicles for their 

celebration while the 1st and 2nd graders played minute 

to Win It games. 

 

ELEMENTARY 

Hunter McPhail, Colter Jones, Kayla Northrup, and Beckett Kite 

The 6th-grade, Middle School, and High School bands are selling Coffee and Pure Maple Syr-
up from October 30, 2017-November 10, 2017 to raise money for their trip to Elitches in the 
Spring. See any 6th-10th grade band member, or contact Miss Caron to make your purchase. 
Thank you for supporting the Music Department at Idalia School!!  



Ms. Zambrano, the Language Arts teacher, has four English classes partici-
pating in project building. These classes are experiencing project space 
learning. Additionally, her high school drama class is working very hard on 
getting prepared for their upcoming play on December 7. There are five 
girls and five boys participating in the drama class this semester. Pictured 
to the right is an example of a project created by Macy Richards, Brandy 
Henrickson, and Zandi Sloan. 

FROM THE LANGAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT  

Mrs. Heath and Amber Soehner took the Gifted and 
Talented students to the GT STEM event in Limon. 
There were 16 students that attended this event. 
Theme for the event was World of the Waves.  At-
tendees used inferred cameras, designed bracelets 
from binary code, and built seismo-
graphs. Students from Idalia attending 
were Keilah Dickenson, Krista Wieser, 
Tate Towns, and Trent Hall. 

GIFTED AND TALENTED 

Keilah Dickenson, Krista Wieser, Tate Towns, and 

Trent Hall attended GT Stem in Limon.  

Left to Right: Kavan Smith, Brandon Kock, Kayle Weatherly, Tyson Richards, 

Wyett Martin, Emily McGinnis, Nallely Olivas, and Zandi Sloan. 

FFA  

Ms. Reece and her FFA students have had an ex-
tremely busy month. Eight students attended the 
MFE/ALD Conference in Colorado Springs. This 
was a leadership conference where the freshmen 
attended the MFE conference while the juniors 
and seniors attended the ALD conference. She 
also took eight students to the National FFA Con-
vention in Indianapolis. They toured the Apple 
Orchard, Dairy, and Speedway. During the con-
vention they will hear keynote speakers and visit a 
college business fair.  

A special thanks to . . .  

 Roger and Suzy Richards for letting the younger 
students experience the annual trip to the 

pumpkin patch 
 The parents and students for your participation 

in the book fair 

 Greg Devlin and Chuck Wright for providing the 
free Lions Club screenings to children 

Congratulations Flag Football Champions for the Wray 

League 



AFTER PROM  

PITCH PARTY 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12  

 4-8 P.M. 

AT IDALIA SCHOOL CAFETERIA 

$10/TICKET 

TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED FROM 
ANY FRESHMAN/SENIOR PARENT  

OR CONTACT BRANDI JONES  

AT (303) 886-6151 

Idalia High School Financial  
Aid Night = Scholarships! 

 
On Thursday, October 12, students in 11th and 

12th grades, along with their parents, were invited 

to our annual Financial Aid Night at the Idalia 

School Cafeteria.  This event was presented by 

Kellie Overturf from Morgan Community College 

in Wray.  For attending the presentation, scholar-

ships from Continuing Education and a CD from 

Wray State Bank were given to the students to use 

toward their secondary education! The two, $250 

Scholarships from Continuing Education went to 

Breann Shaffer and Brandon Kock.  The $200 CD 

from Wray State Bank went to Crystal Cordova.  

Congratulations!  We greatly appreciate the sup-

port from Continuing Education and Wray State 

Bank.  Thank you!   

The Counselor’s Corner 
 
With the conclusion of Red Ribbon Week, I want to reiterate the largest focus of the week: Emotional/
Mental Health.  Here are 10 traits of emotionally resilient individuals: 
 

 They know their boundaries. 
They keep good company. 
They cultivate self-awareness. 
They practice acceptance. 
They’re willing to sit in silence. 
They don’t have to have all the answers. 
They have a menu of self-care habits.   
They enlist their team. 
They consider possibilities. 
They get out of their head. 

 
A helpful site that I came across is http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/.  There, you can find help, 

screenings, and various programs. 
 

Other things that are coming up for November: 
 
I am providing a Counselor Help opportunity for 9th-12th grade students on one Sunday a month to receive 
help with college applications, scholarship applications, PSAT practice, or SAT/ACT practice.  The next 
opportunity is Sunday, November 12, from 2-4 p.m. in the high school flex area.  I hope your child can 
join us! 
 
8th/9th Grade Career Fair will happen Thursday, November  30.  This is an all-day event to learn 
about various careers, especially ones in our rural area!   

 

http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/


FBLA Fall Leadership 

Idalia FBLA officers and middle level students traveled NJC in Sterling, Colorado, to participate in workshops to further 
their knowledge in the FBLA/business world. Some of the workshops that 

were available were; In vs. 
Involved, Financial Fit-
ne$$, Today is Your Day 
for an Awesome Resume, 
Banking on Success, and 
more. Each workshop fo-
cused on one main point of 
FBLA or just on how to 
better your career. Mem-
bers also got a chance to meet and play FBLA Jeopardy with four 
state officers, including Megan Waitman, our State VP for District 3.  
Fall leadership conference ended with a closing session by Patrick 
Grady. Everyone enjoyed their time at NJC and came back with lots 
of new business skills to bring to their chapter and community. Submit-

ted by Brian Jimenez, FBLA Secretary 

 

 

FBLA Installation 

The Idalia FBLA Installation Ceremony was held Monday, October 16, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Idalia High School Cafeteria. The installing officer was 
Tyler Wiley from Akron, Colorado, FBLA State President. He read over 

the script with all expectations 
and responsibilities to each 
new member and officer. He 
then declared them as officers 
of the 2017-2018 Idalia FBLA 
Chapter. Breann Shaffer was 
declared President; her respon-
sibilities are to preside over all meetings, represent the chapter at special 
functions, and show the qualities of a leader. Megan Waitman was declared 
Vice President; her responsibilities are to preside over meetings in the ab-
sence of the president, and assist the president. Brian Jimenez was declared 
Secretary and Reporter; his responsibilities are to prepare the local chapter 
Program of Work, prepare and read all minutes of meetings, prepare news 

release or articles for the local chapter of all FBLA activities, and submit articles to the national publications. Aubrey 
Richards was declared Treasurer; her responsibilities are to keep accurate, up-to-date financial records, and prepare 
treasurer’s report for each meeting. Installation ended with a delicious potluck dinner. Submitted by Brian Jimenez, FBLA Secretary 

 

 

FBLA Canned Food Trick or Treat 

On October 29 the Idalia FBLA Chapter 
split into 4 groups and went trick-or-treating 
for canned food. Groups dressed up in cos-
tumes and went around the community to 
collect canned food goods. Thank you for 
supporting the Idalia FBLA Chapter with all 
the donations! Submitted by Brian Jimenez, FBLA Sec-

retary 
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